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Student   Danielle Holland
School   Pullen Elementary
Grade   1st

Host Teacher   Katie Bennett

Date of Observation  11-1/11-8-11


	Observe and describe the procedures your host teacher uses to acquire/maintain/regain the class’ attention.

My host teacher uses 1,2, 3, Eyes On Me to gain the students attention.  She says 1, 2, 3, Eyes On Me and the students respond with 1, 2 Eyes On You.  At that point they are also supposed to freeze and listen for further instructions.  I have seen Miss Bennett use this numerous times and I have used this procedure while teaching my second lesson as well.

She also uses a countdown method for when students have a certain amount of time to complete a task such as clean up and meet back in the calendar area.  For this Miss Bennett will give an instruction such as, clean up your desk and meet me on the carpet in 15.  She then starts counting backwards from 15 to 0.  When she reaches 0 the students should be seated on the carpet and ready to learn.

Miss Bennett also told me that she tends to sing songs to get the students attention.  She says that singing seems to work better than talking in her opinion.
What does the teacher say and do to help students transition physically from one learning activity to another and/or from one subject to another?  from your classroom to somewhere else in the school building (i.e. specials, lunch, recess)?

Miss Bennett uses, “When I Say Go”.  She will say, “When I Say Go”, then gives instructions such as “When I say go, go back to your seats and get out your writing folders”.  

She also sings songs during transitions.
She uses the countdown method during transitions too.

How does the teacher manage the distribution, collection, and/or use of materials?

Miss Bennett has a really cool way of using items handed out as their “ticket” to move back to their seats or to another area of the room for centers for example.  She also often places papers in certain areas and dismisses the students in different ways such as: table groups, colors they are wearing, or letter sounds in their names.  Another method Miss Bennett uses is paper passers, where certain students have the job of handing out materials.  Miss Bennett also has many materials accessible to the students at all times so that distribution of them isn’t necessary.  Examples of these items are: glue, scissors, pencils, crayons, rulers, markers…which are mostly all located in caddies on the students grouped tables.

Marzano talks about having materials accessible in chapter 6.  In the chapter he states that teachers may want to have materials prepared and organized.  I know that my host teacher, Katie Bennett spends countless hours preparing her lessons and makes sure all of the materials are set and ready to go.  She also has many of the items he lists readily accessible to the students.  

Also in chapter 6 Marzano states that elementary level classroom should have transition routines for many activities such as:  leaving and returning to the classroom, use of the bathroom, using the cafeteria, and also using the playground.  Routines for these times during the day help with managing the classroom as well as helping to alleviate the possibility for unwanted behaviors.

Chapter 5 discusses ways to engage students.  There are five key elements, although for the elementary level I feel focusing on the first two would be the most beneficial based on the developmental levels of children.  Using high-energy activities with physical movement and missing information are great ideas for keeping students attention.  For young students I also think its important to give students time to formulate an answer which Marzano mentions wait time in chapter 5 as well.  




(Optional) Host Teacher Comments:

I affirm that the above has been completed.  Host Teacher:   
Date:   

